Extra Paragraphs

Take two or three of these extra paragraphs and combine them

with one opening and one closing paragraph.

Choose a title from the title file, make a few quick edits, and

you'll have your own unique article that you can send your list,

post on your blog or submit to article directories.

Some of these can also be used as quick tips that you can

send out a few  times a month.

------------------------------------

First when taking a photograph of a person you need to study their

face.  The face is important to the angle you will shoot from.  Though it

is a cliché, it is true some people have a better side.  This could be in

relation to scarring or acne breakouts or even simpler.  For instance my

left eye is larger than my right by just a bit, and looking head on into the

camera will cause a horrible portrait, however if the photographer

comes from the right side and angles up a little the light and shadows

will help even out the features while keeping the distinctions that make

me who I am.

------------------------------------

When you are practicing techniques you will have to choose your

subject accordingly.  A lot of us are regulated to the area around us.

Landscape photography requires the use of the land you have around

you, unless you are going on vacation to some place new.  This is

another important fact to choosing a subject.  You are either limited or

you have the whole world at your feet.  It will depend on your traveling

abilities.  For now we will stick close to home.

------------------------------------

The key to a great or a series of great fireworks photographs is

location.  You want a location that has an outstanding vantage point

view of the piece of sky where the most action will take place.  This

means you may need to take a position on a bridge, on top of a

building or on a hill away from the crowds that come to see the show.

This is not going to be easy to find so start early.  It is not out of line to

“scope out” your location days in advance and arrive hours in advance

to secure that spot as yours.

------------------------------------

Digital cameras can be all sizes from a key chain camera to the

professional.  We have all had a little fun with digital on our phones.  If

you are more interested in the professional side of photography the first

digital camera you choose should have interchangeable lenses with a

high resolution.  It can be automatic if you feel more comfortable with

light settings, however most have ISO settings, aperture, and shutter

speed choices as well.

------------------------------------

 Pictures of this genre use black and white film.  Street photography

 often shows irony in situations.  Many street photographers use wide

 view lens cameras to capture a wider area.  The shots usually have the

 appearance of a screen or a window viewing the human state at a

 particular moment.  The photographer becomes removed from the

 scene.  This type of picture taking captures the most honest moments

 in life.

------------------------------------

Street photography stems from another type of photograph that called

documentary photography.  Documentary photography once said to be

the most honest and true to life picture taking.  There are professional

and amateur brands of documentary photography, as well as street

photography.  Street photography reflects society in its untainted state.

This accounts for many pictures we see on the internet and television

that reflect what was happening at the time.

------------------------------------

Your photographs will capture not only the images of the event but also

the spirit of the people who attend.  So get to know each of the key

players individually.  This certainly includes the bride and groom but a

similar level of familiarity is appropriate for the wedding party, the

parents of the bride and groom and their best friends too.

------------------------------------

You need to record everything in writing. Mark out specific items, but

never mark on the photo it-self. For that it is wise to use an overlay that

you can remove as is needed. Transparency paper is used for that

purpose. Make sure you lighting and exposure is set correctly. There

are a lot of extremely good literature available that can teach you how to

set your exposure for which light, background and scenario. This helps

take the perfect pictures needed.

------------------------------------

And perfect that charm for different personalities.  You may need to flirt

the smile out of a young girl or tease it out of a child.  You may need to

get some “man to man” humor out of that burley construction worker or

make an off the cuff crack about a politician to get Mr. Business Man to

chuckle.  And for the babies, well, they will almost smile for their

mommy and almost certainly smile for daddy so use them to the hilt.

------------------------------------

To choose a subject you will need a good eye for detail and

observation.  Often the best subject is not the one you can see with a

plain eye.  Have you ever looked at a tree and found a spider web

hiding in the leaves?  If you look closer you might even find a spider.  A

spider web can make a great picture not only because of the technique

required to have the web show up in your photo with the silky threads,

but also the pattern of a spider web.  We are fascinated with an

organism that can create a symmetrical pattern.

------------------------------------

Some of the finest couple portraits I have captured happened when I

got the couple having a loving chat or mild argument with some teasing

and that natural flirtation came out.  When you can snap that moment in

time, you will have a photograph they will treasure for a lifetime.

------------------------------------

There are some subtle ways you can learn the hearts of these people

so you can plan to get photographs that will be ones the each person

will say, “I am saving that one forever.”  Here are some suggestions…

------------------------------------

Wedding photography is often seen around the home with the portraits.

The portraits of the bride holding her flowers, the wedding party posing,

and the groom and bride together.  The traditional wedding

photography will include the hands with the shinning wedding bands

placed on a pillow or wrapped around the bride’s waist.  The

arrangement of the wedding couple is as important as the photograph.

The wedding photographer should be able to pose you while capturing

the light and background.

------------------------------------

Every bride has that perfect romantic setting in their heart.  If you can

discover that hidden treasure, you may be able to frame a special

wedding photo just to fit that dream.  Perhaps she there is a public

gardens in the city that has a fountain that she has loved since she was

a child.  If so you can make arrangements to have the wedding party

meet out there when the lighting is just right in full dress and get some

wedding photos that will be in her heart forever.

------------------------------------

How do you know what subject you will shoot?  This is where your

interests lie.  If you wish only to take pictures of wildlife then you will

have to wait for the subject to come into view.  Obviously you can go to

a wildlife park such as the Rocky Mountain National Park and hope to

find subjects.  Most often it will depend on the time of year.  Elk and

Deer are more prominent when they come down the mountains to mate

and eat.  Birds will always be available, but the type of birds will vary.  If

you are in Alaska chances are you will have several chances of

shooting a Bald Eagle, while in Florida you may find heron or cranes.

------------------------------------

Aside from taking fingerprints, dusting the crime scene and bagging

evidence carefully to bring to the forensics lab and later the Court room,

Photos are an important part of every crime investigation and later as

evidence in Court.

------------------------------------

Forensics Photography is a fantastic Tool to collect and catalog Data

as well. Sometimes a sweep of the surroundings with the Camera logs

in Images which would otherwise would have been overlooked or

forgotten. The Person in the third row of the onlookers. That broken

piece of glass in the shadow. Our busy Patrol Officer might have not

noticed it, but our Camera Lens has picked it up.

------------------------------------

Digital photography can encompass the professional cameras with the

interchanging lenses, manual setting or it can be a simple point and

shoot camera.  Whether you are looking for a professional grade

picture or something your friends will laugh over digital photography has

made taking photos easier.  As I said before we can see the picture

before we ever print, and also a lot of digital cameras will allow you to

crop and save the photo before printing.

------------------------------------

Never, ever disturb the crime scene. The first round of photos has to be

taken before anything has been touched, removed or altered. It is the

freeze frame of the Crime Scene. The closest you will come to having

been there during the crime. So make sure you plan the photo before

you take it. Later if you must small adjustments, like the adding of a

measuring tool to show distance is permissible, but not during the first

go over.

------------------------------------

Equipment is one of the most important aspects.  There are new

photographers who will start out not being able to afford a lot of camera

equipment, lights, tripods and so on.  This doesn't make them a bad

photographer, but it can mean they will miss important wedding

moments when they are reloading the film on one camera.  In today’s

world a wedding photographer should have at least one digital camera

at the professional grade and two film cameras.  A successful

photographer will have enough cameras to put appropriate lenses on

and be able to switch memory cards in the digital camera with ease.

They should also have a video camera run by another person to capture

the entire wedding.

------------------------------------

Experience is going to be one of your best teachers as to not only the

right location but how to set your camera focus and shutter speeds and

how to position the view from the secured location so you can capture

the rocket at the moment of explosion.  So find ways to do some

practice shoots at other fireworks displays before you set out to do the

“keeper” shot.  Many times minor league baseball clubs have fireworks

shows and they would happily let you take photographs of the show in

exchange for a few free shots.  Here you can experiment with your

experiment and get your bearings before setting up for a larger show.

------------------------------------

Price of a wedding photographer should only be a moderate issue.

The top important aspect of a professional wedding photographer lies

in their photography skills.  They will instantly walk into the places your

wedding and reception will take place and have ideas of the placement

of equipment and lighting.  They will also be able to show you a portfolio

of past weddings.  Wedding photography is about the moments that

pass between your family and yourselves.  The moment where you are

looking at your betrothed with love written on your face when you think

no one else is looking will make the best photographs.  A wedding

photographer needs to see these moments and capture them as well

as obtain the portraits.

------------------------------------

So if you are expanding into or setting out on building your photography

business to include wedding photography, you should plan to approach

this task much differently than any other form of photography.  You are

doing a lot more than taking a few snapshots of an event.  You are as

much an integral part of the ceremony and the significance of that day

for this bride and this groom as the minister or perhaps even many of

the wedding guests.

------------------------------------

Make sure you get a complete set of shoots. Those should include a

close-up, a mid range and a wide angle. The Angel is very important as

well. If you use the wrong point of view you may easily undo the best

shoot by misrepresenting the relationship of distance to the object etc.

Remember, your photo has to show exactly what is set out before you.

------------------------------------

The subject that speaks to you is what you should choose to shoot.  If a

tree and the knots it’s formed interest you, you will want to check the

lighting of the area.  Deciding which angle to shoot from will also make

the decision on the subject.  The lighting may not be right for the subject

you have chosen and the other side of the subject may not yield the

best picture.

------------------------------------

A tripod.  The activity of the fireworks is so dramatic that unless you

stabilize your camera, the shot will be blurred and unacceptable to you

and to whoever you may wish to sell it to.  The tripod should be easily

transportable and adjustable so you can make adjustments on the fly.

------------------------------------

The darkroom is out the computer printer comes forward for most of us

using digital photography.  We are able to send our pictures to all our

friends with a few clicks of the buttons.  Digital photography makes

taking a picture simple, by eliminating some of the guesswork.  With

the LCD screen on a digital camera you can now view the photo you

just took without waiting and hour or longer to see the film develop.  We

are no longer limited by film capacity, but by memory cards.  Most

memory cards have 32MB or 1GB depending on how much you've

spent on equipment.

------------------------------------

Of course, art is a subjective thing.  Many people would look at a

Jackson Pollack “splatter” artwork and determine most definitely that

modern art is not art because it “doesn't look like anything.”  And if you

spend any time in the modern art world, you will definitely see

something at some time along the way occupying space in a perfectly

respectable art museum that, to you, could never be considered art.

------------------------------------

A portable chair as there will be some waiting.  Anything else that will

help you ride out the wait such as food, water, music etc. should also be

part of your preparations.

------------------------------------

Lighting is the next important step to portrait photography.  A lot of

photographers prefer natural light to artificial.  Your subject will in part

decide this for you.  Remember you will use the light you have.  Natural

light will often require setting the aperture to compensate for the

cameras lack of definition.  In other words you need to create the

contrast with the light and shadows for the effect you want.  Often

artificial light is harsh and not directed properly unless in a studio.

Again you will need to use the manual settings on your camera to

create the perfect portrait.

------------------------------------

Because the fireworks explosion is sudden and fast, you need to be

able to adjust the shutter speed and have the camera set up to react to

manual focus so you can use your eyes and ears to know exactly when

to snap that shot.

------------------------------------

Obviously, the key to any photograph is to capture the personality and

the “soul” of your subject.  I was photographing a boy scout in his

uniform for a very important photograph to the family because the boy

had achieved the Eagle rank, which is a high honor.  But I knew this kid

had lots of personality so I wanted the “formal” shot but I wanted this

kid’s heart in it too.  So I told him I would be snapping a few shots to

test my shutter and I got him talking about boy scouts and camping.  As

I got him to tell me about the funniest moments he experienced

camping, that smile came out and boom, I had my shot.  It hangs in my

lobby now as one of my finest moments as a photographer.

------------------------------------

One of the most important things in Forensic Photography is the

sharpness of the Image. It has to be sharp as a well honed blade. Any

fuzziness, pixilation or shake and it is as useless to the Court and the

Investigators as an Eagle with pinkeye. The entire case rests on

Forensic Photography and any flaw however sight, could cost a case to

be lost.

------------------------------------

Equipment to work at night as that is when your subject is going to

occur.  You can get a head mounted flashlight at any camping store so

you can direct the light at the camera and still have both hands free to

handle your equipment.

------------------------------------

Once the show gets underway, anticipate the explosion that you want to

capture.  Don’t snap the first five minutes of the show but use that time

to confirm that you have the right sky location scouted.  The best times

to capture the shot are right before the explosion which you can time by

the sound of the rocket going up and the expected time before eruption.

------------------------------------

It’s true that the mechanical skill that the guy at Wal-Mart might need to

take baby pictures may be the same as a great photographic artist

might need.  But the objection doesn't hold up because the same

human language is used to create great poetry as it takes yell out

obscenities at a baseball game.  So it isn't the skill that makes it art.

------------------------------------

Price of a wedding photographer should only be a moderate issue.

The top important aspect of a professional wedding photographer lies

in their photography skills.  They will instantly walk into the places your

wedding and reception will take place and have ideas of the placement

of equipment and lighting.  They will also be able to show you a portfolio

of past weddings.  Wedding photography is about the moments that

pass between your family and yourselves.  The moment where you are

looking at your betrothed with love written on your face when you think

no one else is looking will make the best photographs.  A wedding

photographer needs to see these moments and capture them as well

as obtain the portraits.

------------------------------------

One interesting thing about street photography is that sometimes a

photographer might capture things on film that they were not even

focusing on.  Strange and funny things might be happening in the

background or the foreground of a photograph that they do not even

notice.  When the film is developed, they often find things within the

scope of their shots that are ironic, interesting, or funny.  Many times,

things are seemingly unrelated to the rest of the shot, but because of

this factor, one can say that street photography is one way that we use

to capture the moment.

------------------------------------

Lastly but not least. Photos can be messed up easily if your equipment

is not in tip top shape. Make sure that your lens is clean at all times of

dust. No smutches etc. I know it seems to be a topic that should not

even have to be mentioned, but often it is the small things we overlook.

After all the entire point of forensic photography is to capture those

small seemingly mute points that are often overlooked.

------------------------------------

So is it just a matter of opinion?  To some extent, yes.  But there is an

art world and an industry behind it that depend on there being some

standards upon which art is judged.  One such standard is the intent of

the artist.  If you produce a photograph or an art work derived from a

photograph that is intended to be viewed as art, then the viewer is

obligated to try to see the artistic merit in it.  Whether the viewer sees

that merit or not may depend on the viewer’s abilities, how good you

are at getting your artistic message across or many other factors.

------------------------------------

Some photographers who specialize in street photography take their

cameras to public events like conventions, meetings, and tragic sites.

Others simply photograph life around them.  A famous street

photographer named Garry Winogrand was well known for capturing

New York everyday for years.  He was interested in shedding light on

the contemporary social issues of his time.  He became prominent after

the 1960’s.  He shot about one hundred photographs a day for about

thirty years, and left over three hundred thousand unedited exposures.

------------------------------------

Now, you cannot lie to the subject.  So if you explain that you are going

to be over here working on this stubborn camera, then just gently guide

the conversation, they will begin to get used to hearing the shutter to off

and seeing the flash but they may be able to not tense up.

------------------------------------

The genre of street photography started between the end of the 19th

century and the mid to late 1970s.  One of the assisting inventions of

this type of picture taking was 35-millimeter film.  Thirty-five millimeter

film was introduced towards the late 19th century.  Photographers from

both Europe and North America spread the popularity of the genre and

developed the art behind it.  Including in the early development were

photographers Henri Cartier-Bresson of France and Robert Frank of

Switzerland.

------------------------------------

For most weddings, the planning begins as early as a year before the

ceremony.  If you get hired to be the wedding photographer, it is not too

early to meet the wedding party and family that early also.  To be a

skilled wedding photographer, you should also have a bit of the

investigative journalist, the amateur psychologist and the psychic in you

as well.

------------------------------------

You do not have to be a professional to take on street photography.

You do not necessarily have to use black and white film either.  All you

need is a way to take pictures.  You can make your own documentary

film series.  The pictures you take can comment on society.  Your

photographs can record people doing mundane activities like eating or

sleeping.  It is important to remember, however, that you should not

publish pictures of people without their consent.

------------------------------------

Get to know the colors of the wedding.  But more than that, find out how

the bride and significant decisions makers view colors.  Watch how

they dress and show them examples of wedding photographs and

listen to their reactions.  You can plan the how to stage your pictures

accordingly.

------------------------------------

But just wanting something to be art doesn't make it art does it?  As a

layman in the art world, I sometimes go with the “I don’t know art but I

know what I like” system of evaluating pieces I see.  Art, after all, has a

tendency to touch us in another place that is above and beyond the

image.  It is an emotional place, a place of reflection and

understanding.  Maybe we would say it touches our “soul”.  For a work

to be art, there should be a message, a feeling, a reason the artist

made the work because he or she wanted to say something, even if

how I interpret the statement is different than what the artist meant.

------------------------------------

So what can you do to make sure the wedding albums you create

capture not only the events of this day but the emotions and the spiritual

importance of it as well?  The key is to know the hearts and minds of

the people who are involved in the event.  That means, get involved

early and be involved often.

------------------------------------

So how to take some of the teeth out of the process.  For some

portraits, you cannot get away from the formal “seating”.  But even then,

there are ways to relax the subject so the smile you get was one they

really wanted to give you.

------------------------------------

The optimum portrait is one that is not a portrait.  If you can get the

subject talking about their favorite subject, interacting with someone

they like or love and using their sense of humor, that sparkle in their

expression and gleam in their eye is absolute portrait gold to you the

photographer.

------------------------------------

If you can get the couple to do the portrait at home, in a restaurant or at

some familiar setting, you can get that kind of rapport going much

easier.  This requires that you, the photographer must be not only a

skilled artisan with your camera but somewhat of a politician, a

psychologist and a hypnotist all tied up in one.  So polish up some

good “charm” that you will use to ease those personality shots out of

your subjects.

------------------------------------

Don’t forget the groom.  Maybe he would love to have a fun photo

showing him and the bride on his Harley.  Or if he is a big sports fan,

getting a photo dressed out in team regalia at some other time than the

wedding can be a fun addition to the portfolio.  And it will mean a lot to

him too.

------------------------------------

So that might also be an evaluation of a photograph as to its artistic

merit or not.  Now the primary objection to whether photography is art

sometimes is that a photograph is often a realistic depiction of a

moment taken with a machine and some would say that “anybody can

take a picture.”  The implication is that the same mechanical skill it

might take to paint a picture of sculpt a statue is not needed for

photographic art.

------------------------------------

The background is also important when discussing light.  In a studio a

photographer will pick a background that will not wash your features out

or your clothing.  They want to have a distinction or contrast between

you and the background.  This is also important of home portrait

photography.  You will want a background that gives color to your

subject rather than taking it away.  Finding a nice spot with a tree to sit

on and mountains in the background can be a great portrait, but you will

want to make sure the background is not too busy to distract from the

subject.  Make the subject seem a part of the picture rather than outside

of it.

------------------------------------

Like with older photographer setting up your shot is half the fun.

Determining the settings you need to use for light is the other.  Setting

up your shot still requires you to have an eye for the unusual or for

making the unusual out of a common scene.  Walk around the subject

and look for every possible angle, you may even decide to take several

photos to choose the best angle.  This is where digital photography

surpasses film cameras every time.  Once you have looked at all

angles and taken photos you get to see if the effect you wanted is there.

It is a faster way for you to learn how to set the shutter speed and

aperture on a shot and use lighting because you see the results while

you still looking at the scene.

------------------------------------

Experience will determine the cost of the photographer.  Most

photographers who have been on the circuit longer will charge between

$3000 and $10,000 for wedding photographs.  It all depends on the

type of package you will want and how many assistants they will need to

cover the entire affair.  Other photographers typically charge between

$300- $3000 depending upon the package and their experience.  A

well-known wedding photographer is going to cost more, just for the

name.  These packages often denote their experience as well as the

equipment they can use.  A digital camera does not cost film, but

purchasing one can be expensive so most new photographers may

charge a little more to replace the cost of the equipment.

------------------------------------

Portrait photography is about capturing the essence of the subject, the

personality.  The little nuances of a face add character to the portrait.

You will want to loosen up your subjects.  If you are becoming a

professional portrait photographer you will want to learn about your

subject as you are taking pictures or perhaps meet them before the

session.  If they are just your family then you should know what would

get their personality captured on film.

------------------------------------

Wedding photography is often seen around the home with the portraits.

The portraits of the bride holding her flowers, the wedding party posing,

and the groom and bride together.  The traditional wedding

photography will include the hands with the shinning wedding bands

placed on a pillow or wrapped around the bride’s waist.  The

arrangement of the wedding couple is as important as the photograph.

The wedding photographer should be able to pose you while capturing

the light and background.

