Extra Paragraphs

Take two or three of these extra paragraphs and combine them

with one opening and one closing paragraph.

Choose a title from the title file, make a few quick edits, and

you'll have your own unique article that you can send your list,

post on your blog or submit to article directories.

Some of these can also be used as  quick tips that you can

send out a few  times a month.

------------------------------------

Also, take careful consideration when choosing your blog’s background

and font color. Although there are a lot of color choices that blogging

programs offer, its best to stick with a light background and dark text.

Studies have shown that the human brain can process this type of

format better than light text on a dark background. Think about this

before you commit to a black background and white text. It might look

striking, but readers might not want to stay there for long. Also, use a

solid background color instead of trying to use a pattern or design.

------------------------------------

Making some sample gift baskets will also give you an idea of how

much your supplies will cost and how much time it will take you to

complete each basket. This will help you gauge pricing when you start

your business. However, keep in mind that when you get a business

license you will be able to buy craft supplies for wholesale prices.

------------------------------------

You'll also have to look at the impact that working from home will have

on your family’s financial situation. If you are moving from a high-paying

full time job to working part time from home while you care for your

child, there will definitely be some financial adjustments. However,

whatever your cut in pay will be, you have to weigh that versus the costs

of putting your child into daycare full time. Although it may seem like

your work at home pay will be minimal compared to your full time out of

the home job, you need to consider how much it will cost for daycare. If

you can make an equal amount of money or more by working part time

from home and taking care of your child yourself, it is well worth it

financially to stay at home.

------------------------------------

Applying for a call center position normally follows the same method.

You visit the company’s website and fill out their online application. If

your application meets their standards, the company will e-mail you to

arrange a phone interview. The phone interview is your chance to show

them your assets as a telephone customer service rep. Schedule your

phone interview for a time when you know your house will be quiet.

Answer your phone in a professional manner and keep a light and

friendly tone to your speaking. As a customer service rep, you'll be

challenged to sound helpful and agreeable on the phone at all times so

this is your chance to display your communication skills.

------------------------------------

Getting started as a baby sitter is very simple. To begin with, you'll

need to decide if this really is a business that you want to pursue. First

off, ask yourself if you really love kids? If you are considering baby

sitting just because you think it will be an easy job, then it is not right for

you. You must enjoy spending time with kids and have at least a little

experience in being around them. While most baby sitting jobs involve

young children, you may occasionally be asked to care for older kids or

teenagers as well. Make sure you are comfortable

------------------------------------

Wahms are hired as customer service agents to inbound callers. They

use their own home phone and computer to do their work, and are

networked into the company’s customer service system.

------------------------------------

Before you start your life as a gift basket Wahm, make sure that this

business is something that you really want to do. If you've never made

gift baskets, but like the idea, try making one or several for your next

gift-giving event. This will also be an opportunity to show off your gift

basket making skills to your friends and family. While you are planning

and making your gift baskets ask yourself if this is something you can

see yourself doing on a regular basis.

------------------------------------

You'll also need to decide on set prices before you begin advertising

your services. If you are doing repairs, you can charge a certain price

per task. If you are custom sewing clothing, you can either charge a flat

fee or charge by the hour. For larger projects, like wedding dresses,

charging by the hour can work out to be a better deal for both you and

the client.

------------------------------------

Before you start advertising, make sure that you have the supplies that

you'll need. If you have an older sewing machine that has “bad days”

when it doesn't work right, you might want to consider getting a new

machine so you can work more efficiently. The cost of a new machine is

worth it compared to the time that you'll save. Plus, the new sewing

machine is a tax write-off. You probably already have the sewing

notions that you'll need to get started. If you need something for a

specific project, you'll just buy it at the time.

------------------------------------

Getting a business license is an important step in making yourself into

an official Wahm. The process is simple and there are many tax

benefits to becoming a legal businessperson. You will also get your

supplies at wholesale and be able to get discounts on other business

related expenses.

------------------------------------

Finally, it takes time to build up a list of children who attend your

daycare. There are many home daycare centers to choose from in

every town, and once parents find a good center they normally stay

there long term. Finding new clients can be difficult, especially if you

don’t take care of infants or babies. Getting clients can be easier when

you are licensed, but to begin with you need to rely on networking with

parenting groups, people at your church, people in your community and

friends in order to build your business.

------------------------------------

Call center Wahms enjoy their jobs because there is a flexibility that

they just don’t get when working outside of the home. Most call centers

allow their customer service agents to schedule their own work hours.

This can be a great convenience to a mother who needs to arrange her

work times around their child’s naps and/or school hours.

------------------------------------

To get started with mystery shopping, you'll need to find a mystery

shopping company to work for. Unfortunately, many of the companies

that offer mystery shoppers assignments are frauds. Many will ask you

to pay them for a list of mystery shopping opportunities. You should

never, ever have to pay for someone to hire you and this is no different

for mystery shopping. Becoming a mystery shopper is totally free when

you find a reputable company.

------------------------------------

If you currently work a position that you believe can be done from a

home office, then its best to prepare a case to show your supervisors.

Asking to telecommute is not something that you should just ask

randomly one day. Gather statistics on how much businesses save

every year by allowing their employees to telecommute. Find articles

that tout the benefits of telecommuting, from the business point of view.

There are lots of benefits for you, but your employer will want to hear

what is in it for them. You'll also want to provide your supervisor with the

specific duties that you expect to complete from home. Show them how

the arrangement will work and make the decision very easy for them.

------------------------------------

Once you are hired, the company will have you download a piece of

software that will analyze your computer. This analysis will tell you what

you need to do to your computer to make it usable in their network.

Most of the time, you'll just need to update a few programs and add the

virtual call center’s website to favorites folder.

------------------------------------

Next, you'll need to decide on what services you offer and how much

you are going to charge. Play detective and find out the going rate for

baby sitting services in your area. Try to stay in the same range.

Offering lower prices may seem like a way to beat the competition, but

it also makes your services appear less valuable to potential clients.

You can print your rates on the back of your business cards, or make up

a small flyer with prices listed on it.

------------------------------------

Working at home normally fits into two different categories. You can

either work as an independent contractor for a company or you can

work for yourself. Either way, you are going to be in charge of your own

schedule. You'll need to be extremely self-motivated and work well

without having a supervisory presence in your work environment. Even

those who choose to work for a company are responsible for

scheduling their own time and meeting deadlines without a lot of input

from supervisors.

------------------------------------

Virtual call centers are growing in popularity. Today there are roughly

100,000 people working at home in the United States, and many of

them work for virtual call centers. It is estimated that by 2010 there will

be 300,000 work at home individuals. Virtual call centers allow large

companies to save money by hiring people to work out of their homes.

There is also a low turnover rate for work at home jobs, which makes it

beneficial for the company to hire Wahms.

------------------------------------

The first is money. At home childcare businesses can be profitable, but

it normally takes six to eighteen months for Wahms to see any

substantial income coming in. This may not be a problem for you, and if

you are committed to building the quality and size of your business, the

start of your profitability can be on the low end of that scale.

------------------------------------

Although companies can hire mystery shoppers directly, most of your

mystery shopping jobs as a Wahm will come through a secret shopping

company. As a mystery shopper, you'll be asked to visit a wide variety

of stores and businesses in your area. Sometimes you'll be assigned

to purchase clothing from a store in your local mall. Other times you'll

have to visit a coffee shop and rate the friendliness of the wait staff.

After you gain experience with mystery shopping, you can receive

assignments to eat at restaurants and stay at hotels.

------------------------------------

Start your business by becoming legal. Obtaining a business license

doesn't cost much and will give you a professional edge when getting

new clients. You'll also be able to take advantage of many tax write-offs,

including your costs for mileage to and from your customer’s homes

and any necessary business supplies.

------------------------------------

You'll need to decide if being a Wahm is right for you and your family.

There are many benefits to working out of the home. You can set your

own hours, you don’t have to commute to work and you can be there for

your kids when they need you. However, there are some downsides as

well. The isolation of working at home can be an issue for some

women. There are also challenges related to juggling work time and

family time.

------------------------------------

Telecommuting has several benefits for the employee. First, by

becoming a Wahm, you'll have special tax advantages that can save

you hundreds of dollars each year. You'll also save on gas costs and

wear and tear on your vehicle. Your budget for a work wardrobe will be

reduced since you'll be in the office less, or not at all. No more

spending money on eating out at lunch since you can make your own

meals at home.

------------------------------------

It takes several months to a year to turn a daycare into a profitable

daycare for many reasons. First of all, each state has its own licensed

childcare requirements. Getting licensed to have a home daycare

means attending classes, passing certification and having your home

inspected. While you are going through this process, you can look into

doing some unlicensed childcare for a few children to start building your

business. Each state has its own rules for unlicensed childcare. You

should take the steps, however, to get licensed because it will increase

your clout in the eyes of parents and make it easier to get funding for

your daycare.

------------------------------------

Have your prices ready for both standard baskets and custom baskets,

and then make your business cards and start advertising. By now, your

friends and family will know about your business and you can tell them

to spread the word on your new venture. Network with other local

businesses, like nail salons and florist shops, to get your name in front

of more people. Targeting businesses that are frequented by women is

a good tactic because women are more likely to purchase your

baskets.

------------------------------------

Proofread your entries before you post them to your blog. There is

nothing that reduces your authority in the eyes of your readers’ more

than bad spelling and grammar. The online world is a world of text, so

take some time to learn commonly misspelled words and grammatical

errors.

------------------------------------
Going with a direct sales company is a great way to start a work at

home business. Direct sales companies offer stay at home moms an

affordable way to start up their own business. There are very little costs

involved. Normally a starter kit can be purchased for $100 to $200.

Compare that with opening a regular store that will cost thousands.

Some companies even offer the opportunity to earn a starter kit for free.

------------------------------------

When you are blogging for profit, you'll want to pay close attention to

how you present yourself in your blog. There are literally hundreds of

thousands of blogs out there, and there may be several hundred blogs

that are related to your topic. If your readers can’t understand your blog

and have trouble reading it, they'll just move on to the next one. The

following tips can make your blog more user-friendly and help you gain

consistent readers.

------------------------------------

However, some women see that raising their child without the use of

daycare, whether or not they make a significant income, is the real

benefit of being a Wahm. The perks of raising your own child, while still

bringing in money for the family, are many. Children are only young

once, and being able to stay at home with them is one of the top

reasons that women choose a Wahm career.

------------------------------------

As a secret shopper, you will not only get the chance to try out products

and services for free, but you will also get paid. You can get paid in

several different ways depending on the mystery shopping company.

You can get paid at flat fee for completing the job, or sometimes you

are just paid with the free product or service. Obviously the jobs that are

paid a flat fee are more desirable. But when you are first starting out,

you may need to take some of the other type of job just for experience.

------------------------------------

You may also be required to pass a typing, writing and computer skills

test on the company’s website. This will be used to test your ability to

do the basic functions of the job. In some cases, you may also need to

pass a drug and background screening as well before you are hired.

------------------------------------

Around the holidays, corporate companies are looking to buy gifts for

their clients and suppliers. This can lead to a lucrative seasonal

business for you. You should start marketing your corporate gift

business in October at the latest. Network with your husband’s

employers and the employers of your friends and family.

------------------------------------

Working a direct sales business also means that you have flexibility in

your work schedule and your income. You make all of the decisions on

when you hold parties or demonstrations. Your income is directly

proportionate to the efforts that you put into your business. The more

demonstrations you book and the more new clients you meet, the more

you will make. You'll also receive support and encouragement from

fellow consultants. Weekly sales meetings help keep you motivated and

give you fresh ideas for your business. You will network with other

consultants for support and praise. Your up line or recruiter will also

provide you with lots of help as you get your business started.

------------------------------------

Most mystery shopping companies pay by check on a monthly or

biweekly basis. You'll get paid for a shopping assignment when you

complete the necessary paperwork on your shopping experience. Your

paperwork can normally be filed electronically, although some

companies require you to mail in your reviews. This can make the

payment process slower.

------------------------------------

If you want to work from a strictly work at home company, then you'll

need to get your resume together and start applying for jobs. Keep in

mind that there are thousands, if not millions, of other people trying to

obtain telecommuting positions. Don’t wait to hear back from one

position to try applying to another one. Send out your resume to as

many companies as you can. Eventually, you'll find the right position for

you.

------------------------------------

There are also several qualities that make a Wahm successful. Before

you start working at home, evaluate whether you have these qualities or

can develop them.

------------------------------------

Sewing is a skill that is coming back into fashion as more people seek

to reduce their clothing costs and make the clothes that they have last

longer. Many Wahms find profitable businesses in offering their sewing

skills to people who don’t have the time or the skill to make repairs or

alterations on their clothes. There are even several profitable sewing

niches, like cloth diapers and slings, which have found interest online.

------------------------------------

To be successful in direct sales, you'll need to have great people skills.

The products are really second to your personality. Your presence and

your customer service will be what sell your items. You'll also need to

be very organized. As an independent sales rep, you'll be in charge of

tracking your sales and paying the appropriate taxes. You'll need to

schedule your parties, shows or demonstrations and follow up with your

customers in a timely manner.

------------------------------------

Once you've decided that making gift baskets is right for you, it’s time

to develop your catalog of basket options and prices. Think up a few

prototypes for different situations. Although gift baskets are popular

during the holiday season, you can also create them for graduations,

Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Valentine’s Day and other events. Create

a few different gift basket ideas and then ask your friends and family for

their opinions. Make sure your choices of design and gift basket items

are popular with many people before you make them part of your

catalog.

------------------------------------

Another important skill to have as a Wahm is time management. When

you work out the home, you are confronted with two sets of challenges

each day. You'll be faced with the work you need to get done, but you'll

also be in the midst of your household, where there are always things

that need to be done. If you focus too much on your work, your house

will get out of control, and vice versa. Having good time management

skills will help you tackle the diverse challenges of being a Wahm.

------------------------------------

Despite the long start up time, many Wahms find that owning their own

in home childcare center is a great solution to their work at home

problem. There are many benefits to taking care of other people’s

children. Your children will never be without playmates to entertain them.

You'll have access to many fun and exciting programs made especially

for daycare business owners, including discounts on supplies. You may

even be eligible for federal subsidies for food and diapers for your

cares.

------------------------------------

Telecommuting normally entails going into the office for a few days a

week, and then working from home for the remainder of the time. In

some cases, you can even telecommute full time from your home office.

All you'll need is reliable telecommunications gear like a PC, high

speed Internet, fax and phone line.

------------------------------------

Getting started as a virtual call center customer service representative

is fairly easy. There are currently over 1,000 companies in the U.S. who

hire people to work from home, and most of them are virtual call

centers. You’ll need a computer with a high-speed Internet connection

and reliable landline phone. You'll also need a quiet place to work.

Beyond those things, there is nothing else that you need to be a

successful virtual call center worker.

------------------------------------

Once you've decided that direct sales is right for you, its time to choose

while direct sales company you want to work with. It’s recommended

that you choose a company that offers product that you already like or

have experience with. The best salespeople are those who are

enthusiastic about their products. Trying to sell something that you don’t

use yourself or that you aren't that interested in will make you appear

insincere to your customers.

------------------------------------

Secret shopping is done by ordinary people who provide a company

with feedback about their service. Companies hire mystery shopping

for a wide variety of reasons. Some want to investigate the quality of

their employees. Others may want to find out how their locations do with

stocking items. There are many different reasons that a company looks

to hire mystery shoppers.

------------------------------------

Getting started with your sewing business starts with deciding what you

want to do. You can specialize in one type of sewing (bridal party

gowns) or you can take a wide variety of jobs. Since it is your business,

it is totally up to you how to run it. Some people specialize in children’s

clothing, alterations/repairs, women’s clothing or formal wear. Although

sewing clothing is the most profitable field, many Wahms enjoy offering

home decor services and make curtains, slipcovers and other home

accents.

------------------------------------

You'll also benefit health wise. People who work at home tend to have

less stress levels because they can work in a relaxed environment.

Lower stress means a healthier body and mind. You'll gain more time in

each day because you won't have to spend upwards of 5 hours each

week on the road. Finally, you won't have to deal with office politics.

Many people who telecommute find that they are able to work more

efficiently without interruptions from the cubicle next door or the latest

office gossip.

------------------------------------

Getting clients for your baby sitting business may be the most difficult

part of running the business. However, with a little effort you can build a

client list rather quickly. The best way to get clients and assignments is

by word of mouth. Offer to baby sit for neighbors and friends to help

build your reputation. Once you've done a good job for them, they'll tell

their friends and so on.

------------------------------------

Speaking of business supplies, all you'll really need are business cards

and an appointment book to keep track of your assignments. Unlike

other work at home businesses, the startup necessities for baby sitting

are relatively low.

------------------------------------

Also, make sure to ask a lot of questions. Know everything that you can

about the company before you sign up. Understand the commission

structure, how products are sold and if there are any monthly minimums.

Make sure you understand how much your starter pack will cost and

what the kit includes. Will there be anything else you need to buy

immediately? Will you need to buy inventory? Understand how ordering

works and how the products get to the customers.

------------------------------------

You may also be required to pass a typing, writing and computer skills

test on the company’s website. This will be used to test your ability to

do the basic functions of the job. In some cases, you may also need to

pass a drug and background screening as well before you are hired.

------------------------------------

Start your business off on the right foot by getting a business license.

You'll want to make sure that everything is legal and that you keep

accurate records of your expenses and income. There are also several

tax deductions that you can take as a business owner, and you'll have

access to wholesale sewing supplies.

------------------------------------

Keep your blog fresh and interesting by posting at least once per day.

With so much information available on the Internet, your readers may go

elsewhere if you aren't supplying daily content. If you aren't sure what to

write about, try posting a poll, a link to another blog, comment on a

news story or post of list of helpful tips. Not every post has to be long

and complicated, but you do need to post something everyday.

------------------------------------

Think about your direct sales company choice in the long term. This will

be your business that you put your name on, and you will invest your

time and money in. Research your options thoroughly and make sure

that you sign up with a trusted company. Don’t feel pressured by a

sponsor to sign right away. This is your decision and it is up to you

whether or not you want to join.

------------------------------------

When you start doing assignments, you will be asked to pay for the

services or products that you will be trying. Although this may sound like

a bad deal, the mystery shopping company will reimburse you for your

purchase. The reason that they require you to pay upfront for your

purchase is because the mystery shopping company doesn't want to

take the chance of your getting a product for free and then not turning in

a review.

------------------------------------

You can also use a few free and low cost advertising methods to get

the word out about your business. You can distribute your cards at local

baby shops, or post a flyer on their bulletin boards. Ask your local

pediatrician if they would put some of your business cards on their

reception desk, or recommend you to other parents. A small ad in your

local paper can really help get the ball rolling for your business.

------------------------------------

It can also take a while to become a profitable daycare because of the

start up costs involved. While you do have some baby and child items

from your own children, there are many things that you'll need to buy in

order to make your home functional as a daycare. You'll want to buy

tables and chairs, art supplies, music CDs, games and other activities

that the children can use while they are in your home.

------------------------------------

If you have experience in child care or a degree related to the child care

field, then opening your own daycare as a Wahm is a natural extension

of your our of the home job. However, there are a few important

distinctions between working for someone else taking care of children

and running your own in-home facility.

------------------------------------

First, pay close attention to the format of your blog. Readers want to

understand how your blog works right from the start. Most blogging

platforms have similar formats, with links and tags on the left or right

margin, and the most recent post on top. Make sure to use the links

wisely. Only put links up for blogs or content that is truly related to your

blog’s topic. The point is to give your readers additional information on

your topic. Keep the list short and sweet. There is no reason to

overwhelm them with links to other sites.

------------------------------------

Make some business cards to distribute to people you know. Also,

leave them at certain places around town depending on what type of

sewing you are specializing in. For example, if you sew children’s

clothing, you can arrange to have your cards available at local daycare

centers. One of the most powerful ways to advertise your business is

through word of mouth. Your friends, family and acquaintances will

surely send clients your way once they know you've hung your shingle

up for business.

------------------------------------

Typically, your calls will be scripted so you'll never have to worry about

what you have to say. The most successful customer service

representatives take some time to practice their script so it sounds

more conversational and less like they are reading. If you want to

succeed in the long term, it’s well worth the effort to make your script

sound conversational. Think about the worst experience you had with

calling a company’s customer service department and then do the

opposite.
