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DISCLAIMER AND/OR LEGAL NOTICES:

The information presented in this eBook represents the views of the publisher as
of the date of publication. The publisher reserves the rights to alter and update
their opinions based on new conditions. This eBook is for informational
purposes only. The author and the publisher do not accept any responsibilities
for any liabilities resulting from the use of this information. While every attempt
has been made to verify the information provided here, the author and the

publisher cannot assume any responsibility for errors, inaccuracies or omissions.

Any similarities with people or facts are unintentional. No part of this eBook may
be reproduced or transmitted in any form, electronic, or mechanical, including
photocopying, recording, or by any informational storage or retrieval system

without expressed written, dated and signed permission from the publisher.

Pursuant to the Federal Trade Commission Guidelines:

MATERIAL CONNECTION DISCLOSURE:

The publisher of this book may be or does have an affiliate relationship and/or
another material connection to the providers of goods and services mentioned
in this book and may be compensated when you purchase from any of the links

contained herein.

You should always perform due diligence before buying goods or services from

anyone via the Internet or offline
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Introduction

Affiliate Marketing is plain and simply a method of marketing where you can

earn a commission or fee for promoting other peoples products or services.

You, the Affiliate agree to promote those products and or services via your
webpage, your blog, your email campaigns or what ever method is allowed, and
any sales you make will earn you the Affiliate a set fee / commission or an agreed

percentage payment.

Affiliate Marketing if done right can be very lucrative, many people earn a good

living just by promoting other peoples products.

As an Affiliate Marketer, you don't have to worry about creating your own

product and you won't have to deal with customers or customer support issues.

Your main skill set needed to become an Affiliate Marketer is some basic internet

marketing knowledge and more importantly “the desire to succeed”

There are lots of different ways to become successful at Affiliate Marketing and
there are lots of different programs, merchants and vendors out there who are
more than willing to pay you their Affiliate a decent percentage of commission

over to you for promoting their products.

With most affiliate programs the typical commission you can earn is between
30% and in some cases 100% although averaged out, 50% is a more realistic
baseline. There are lots of affiliate programs out there, and the majority of

them are absolutely free of charge to join.

Affiliate Marketing can, when done right, be very worthwhile.



How does Affiliate Marketing Work?

When you join an affiliate marketing program, you are either given a unique
identifying number or name or you choose your own unique identifier. No two
people in the same program have the same number or name. Your link is

specific to you and you alone.

The program operator then uses this unique identifier to track all the leads /
visitors you send to their site. When one of these leads / visitors purchases “You”
are credited with the sale and allocated the percentage commission for that sale.

95% of affiliate programs have reliable tracking systems in place.

When you send a visitor to the program owners’ website, that visitor is “logged”
as having been sent to the site via your unique affiliate link, even if they don't
purchase on the first visit, there is a chance that when they return at a later date
to purchase, you can still get credited for the sale, this is because most programs
use “cookies” to store information about their visitors, as long the visitor you
originally sent hasn't picked another cookie up or deleted/cleared their cookies

on their computer you are still credited with the sale for that visitor.

In case you've ever wondered, that's the reason why these big name marketers
always tell you how to delete your cookies before you go to order something that
they are promoting. They do this for two reasons. One they want to ensure that
they get credited for the sale and two, that you get their bonuses they are

offering.

All programs work differently and it's a good idea to try and find out what system
your program owner is using. For example, with Clickbank® it is always the last
cookie that gets the sale allocated to their account. With others, it can be the

first cookie or a cookie that is for a set period of time.



Understanding Your chosen Program

All vendors will have guidelines that you must adhere to, make sure you read
and understand them. It is no use further down the line saying you weren't
aware of their terms and conditions, most affiliate programs have a box that you
tick to say you have read understood etc, all vendors will refuse to pay and will

not pay affiliates who do not adhere to their terms.

What are the program vendor’s terms and conditions for payment? Is there a
minimum amount you have to earn in commission before they will pay you out?

Is this amount achievable?

Is there a minimum criterion you have to meet in order to get paid? For example,
Clickbank® has a strict Customer Distribution Requirement that you must meet

before you get your first payout.

Is there a need for you to have your own PayPal account? Any vendor using the
Rapid Action Profits scripts will not be able to pay you your 100% commission if

you do not have a Premier or Business account verified at PayPal.

How will your vendor pay you? Do you need a bank account? Do you need a
PayPal Account? Will they direct debit payment to you? How much are they going
to charge you to receive your commission? Yes, that’s right! They charge YOU to

receive Your Money.

We will discuss various programs in more depth on the next few pages. There is

not one that is perfect, but there are some that really are better than others. ©



Different Affiliate Programs

ClickBank®

[‘ Home | Aar | Order Help | Blog 1 Sear
We've paid our clients on time, every time, for over 10 years. Client Earnings Paid Out: $ m.mﬂﬂnlﬂ

Clickbank® has been around as a digital market place for over 10 years, it is a
well established program with a wealth of products in its market place for you to
choose from. It cost nothing to sign up to Clickbank® and create an account as an

affiliate.
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Sell Products Promote Products Buy Products About Us Help Center

On the top menu bar click the link that says Sign Up. Fill in all the details

and agree to their terms and conditions.

ClickBank Signup Form Enghsh

U5a your mossa, of 228 and AT tab to movs from Blank to blark.

Where shal we send your checks?

Country:* UNITED STATES =
Payee Name:™

Strest / PO Bow

Suite or Apt 2

Chy:*

State / Province: ALABAMA =
Tip / Post Code:™

How can we contact you?

Your first name: ™

Your last name:*

Your emai ad

{example: joe@aolcom);™
Emai address corfimmation:

Your prafarrad language:* English -
Your phone rumber (raguired!):” ot
Address of your Web sk (if any):

Sefrct an scoourk nickname for your new acoourt
2coourk Nickname ¥ (5-10 bett

dhipts):*
Check here to recerve targeted, sccount sosafc
cromations from OwkBank vis smat

£ th sccourt Nicknams you chooss will b the "ClidBank 107 for your account. 1t wil ba vi LG to tha customes Gvery
tima wa sell o of your peoducts, and wil appaar ¢ tha mema Ing when we £end you a chack. Kesp in mind that tha
CCOUNT NCNAMA €aNNot b changed oo YOUr 3000wt has besn cpened.

Client Contract - plasss read the chent contract below and sccept the terms and condibions.

1. This CLICKBANK CLIENT CONTRACT (the “AQreemset”) corsbitutes 3 lmaly nnam graamenk -
batwaen Chck Sdes Inc., 3 Delawars corporation [CIhkBank™) and you ("You™ of “Your') B
CHEOKING THE BOX STATING THAT YU HAVE READ ANO ACREE T THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF
THIS AGREEMENT AS PART OF YOUR REGISTRATION WITH CLICKBANK, YOU AGREE AND CONSENT TO BE
BOUND BY THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THIS AGREEMENT FOR AS LONG AS YOU USE THE
CLICKBANK SERVICES.

Subject to the terms and conditions of this Aqu—mom ChckBark hereby grants to You 3 non-exchssive,
revocable, nght and ense, wthout ight to subliceme, to use ClckBark's propnetary coine platform,
ndudng wehout bmtation the webste rnad- avatable w dykbank com, a7y servers,
CompuRars ce networks used to provde such webste (the “CiekBank Servces’) fa the folowing
kmited purposes, # and 3 apphcable, INCLUDING ANY CHINGES TO THIS AGREEMENT OR ADDITIONS.
POLICIES INCORPORATED B REFERENCE WHICH CLIOKBANK MAY MAKE IN ITS SOLE mscﬁznm ]
THE FUTLRE. In the event you transfer your scoounk o ownershi of any product, any purchasers or
assigees are bound by the terms of this Agreement.
) adakion £ Jew skt AOYS G easases eried CNRBnk undar of ekiaruiad Jo comosction

Conkract, You a0res and acknowledge that You have raad and agres to comply with the 'nlamm)
nnmcs which ara haraby incorporated by referance Ko, and mada apan of, this Agresmant:

« Vendor and Froducts Requrements Polxy o Privay Policy

« Digtal Mlannkm Copyright A (DMCAT) and . Ty Policy

Tradamack Plice . bl el o v R Y

[ 1have read and agree to the terms and conditions.



One part of their form asks you to select an account nickname this has to be a
combination of 5-10 letters and digits.

Select an account nickname for your new account
Account Nickname = (5-10 letters & digits):™ | ‘

Choose something that you will easily remember, this nickname is the key to

logging into your Clickbank® account.

Once you have your account up and running, you can then go to their
marketplace and check out all the products they have available for you to

promote.

Clickbank® Offers reliable tracking and their useful reporting section allows you

to view lots of information about your account.

Weekly Sales Snapshot

Week Ending
| 2010-09-15 (current week) $0.00
| 2010-09-08 $3.93
| 2010-00-01 $0.00
| 2010-08-25 $0.00
| 2010-08-18 $0.00

Daily Sales Snapshot

Mon Sep 13 $0.00 |
Sun Sep 12 $0.00 |
Sat Sep 11 $0.00 |
Fri Sep 10 $0.00 |
Thu Sep 09 $0.00 |
Wed Sep 08 $0.00 |
Tue Sep 07 $0.00 |
Mon Sep 06 $0.00 |
Sun Sep 05 $3.93 Immmmmm
Sat Sep 04 $0.00 |
Fri Sep 03 $0.00 |
Thu Sep 02 $0.00 |
Wed Sep 01 3%0.00 |
Tue Aug 31 $0.00 |
Mon Aug 30 $0.00 |

You can drill down as much as you'd like. With this account, you can see there

has been just the one sale in the whole two week period.



This was on Sunday 05" September - we can drill down and get to the sale to
find out more information about it. In the weekly sales report, click on the week
the sale was made. 2010-09-08 a new window opens up and will show the details

of all transactions made in that week.

One item found.

+ I e e
| [;] 2010-09-05 07:53 |WQPp**==% WAR PYPL GBP Sale-RB

One item found. Export options: £z] CSV
= To view a list of country codes, please click here.

Here you can see the date and time the transaction took place. The receipt
number is asterisked because this is an affiliate sale. The TID is one that | set to
track this particular product. (More on that later) The Pmt shows me that the
purchaser paid via their PayPal account, they paid in GBP and it is a recurring

monthly payment (Sale-RB)

£3.93

The next section of the screen shows the amount of commission earned, it
would also give you the nickname of the vendor and the affiliate associated with
the sale which country the customer came from and what their real last name

and first name were, (I've edited those details out for privacy reasons)
Clickbank® has an excellent search dashboard for you to use.

Transaction Search

Search Criteria

Preset: Select a date range B Last Name: [:] Results/Page: 100 7E|

Start: [2010-09-01 | select Email: | ] vendor: [ |
Receipt: :

i} End: 2010-09-07 select Item: :I Affiliate:

m Credits (all) Debits (all)
W sale [ Bonus I Refund [~ Chargeback I Bounced I Charges

oc




English [=]

< < Advanced Search
Find Products: Q Search Help

Marketplace

Choose from thousands of great products to
promote

I-._.-n-... .

ing Soc ! Share products you like with your Facebook friends & earn affiliate commissions. More Details I

Clickbank® has literally thousands of products for you to promote a recent
addition is the ability to “Social Promote” so you can even earn commissions on
recommending products to your Facebook friends. To use this feature make sure

you log into your ClickBank account, before you create your hoplink.

Creating Your Hoplinks to promote Products

Once you have selected your products you want to promote then you have to

make your hoplink - remember this is your unique identifier to the system.

Let's say my Niche is the Pet niche, so | have gone to the marketplace, selected
the category “Home and Garden” a sub category of this section is called “Animal

Care and Pets" that's the section | want to look at.

Results Marketplace Help

Home & Garden : Animal Care & Pets

Clickbank informs me there are 381 products listed and to choose from in this
section of their marketplace. We need to drill down even further to find our

product to promote.

Home & Garden : Animal Care & Pets

Narrow Results by: Sort results by: ¢

Low to High
Product Type | Language | Billing Type Popularity ©

g High to Low
Here we can sort the products according to our requirements.

We are looking for a product that is popular, has a reasonable payout amount
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and has a high gravity score. The gravity score tells us that other affiliates are

successfully promoting this product too.

Ideally, we are looking for a product that already has some affiliate tools we can

use to promote it, unfortunately not a lot of them do.

How To Build A Chicken Coop
Building A Chicken Coop Plans - Proven Long

: $19.99
Record Of Great Conversions - 75% Payout - Free bl
Affiliates Tools Here: B o )
http://www.buildingachickencoop.com/affiliates.htm Promote
|

endor Spotlight

Stats: Initial $/sale: $§19.99 | Avg %/sale: 75.0% | Grav: 59.44
Cat: Home & Garden : Animal Care & Pets
BE S it K Like 52

The product above meets the criteria we are looking for. The payout is just under
$20, and it has a reasonable gravity score of 59.44 there are also some good
affiliate tools provided for you to promote it. The link to the affiliate page is

wrong, but you can access the tools from their site quite easily.

Their affiliate tools page is located here

http://www.buildingachickencoop.com/affiliates.html

We are going to promote this product, we click the promote button and a new
screen opens us like this one. If you are logged into your Clickbank account, your
nickname will already be showing in the top box. The second box is for any

tracking ID you want to add.

Affiliate Program: Promote Products for "CHICKCOOP”

Englsh =

You can @aen 75% for each paving customsrs you rafer to this product. For detads plaase entar your aooourt nikkname
and tacking [0 (f you have ona):

Accourt Nckname: ||
Tracking 1D (Optional)

No account. ckname? Click HERE to sign up frst. It's free!

Adding a tracking ID is useful to remind you of where you are promoting the

product and which actual product it is. For this example we are going to choose a

11


http://www.buildingachickencoop.com/affiliates.html

tracking ID that identifies the product so we input “plans” as the tracking ID. Next

hit the create button and your new encrypted link is created for you with the TID.

Affiliate Program: HopLink for 'CHICKCOOP'

English B

ClickBank pays you 75% when you sell CHICKCOOP's product. To refer a customer send them to this domain name:

l http://1110b9u-gmxj4mebgan8sd-a64.hop.clickbank.net/?tid=PLANS |

Copy the following HopLink HTML code and add it to your web page:

’<a href="http://1110b9u-gmxj4mebgan8sd-a64.hop.clickbank.net/?tid=PLANS" target="_top">Click Here!4

WARNING: Due to the possibility of transcription errors, we recommend copying the HopLink from this page instead of
typing it manually. To copy the HopLink, click on the text of the HopLink and either right click and select copy or hit Ctri-C.

This HopLink has been encrypted by HopLink Shield. It represents an encrypted version of the traditional HopLink format
of http://affiliate.vendor.hop.clickbank.net.

Close Window

Copy and paste the links to a text file on your computer make sure to save the
file for future reference. | have all my affiliate links saved in a file on the desktop

and it's simply called “Affiliate Links”

Now we have our unique ID we are going to use this to promote the product.

Let's see how to knit it together.

From the affiliate page, go and select an image to use and add it to your

webpage or blog. The banner one is nice and clean and the right size.

- . Build A Chicken Coop
= }?i;& Click Here To Learn More
Leaderboard 728 X 90 - Image Above Shrunk To Fit

We need to save this image to our computer, so right click on it and choose “save

”

as..

The next step is to upload the image to our hosting space / website.

Place the picture into your images folder inside your public_html folder. We have

named the image chickens3.jpg.

12



To add the image complete with the affiliate link, we have added the following
text to a text widget in our wordpress theme. The theme we are using allows for
one leader board style add to be added to the top of all the pages/posts. By

adding the code there, our advert and affiliate link will be shown on all the sites

pages.

Here is the code the first line <a href="http://1110b9u-gmxj4mebgan8sd-
a64.hop.clickbank.net/?tid=PLANS" target="_top"> is our affiliate link and the
second line <img src="http://chickenrearing.com/images/chickens3.jpg"> tells the

page where to look for the image to display to the visitor.

<a  href="http://1110b9u-gmxj4dmebqgan8sd-a64.hop.clickbank.net/?tid=PLANS"
target="_top">

<img src="http://chickenrearing.com/images/chickens3.jpg"></a>

When anyone clicks on that image they are taken to the sales page for the
product and take along with it our affiliate ID, so we can get credited for the sale.
The bottom of the ClickBank order form will show [affiliate= your clickbank ID.

Your Tracking ID.

Copyright © 2010 Click Sales Inc. ClickBank / 917 Lusk St / Suite 200 / Boise 1D 83706. (€ Famens

[affiliate = js33ukms_plans]
When anyone orders the product having come from our site, we get credited
with the sale and earn the 75% commission promised.

If there is a refund requested, their system automatically takes care of that and

deducts any awarded commissions from your account.

All clicks are recorded and tracked by Clickbank and all payments to the vendor
and the affiliate are processed by Clickbank. You do not need a PayPal account to

be a Clickbank affiliate however you do need a regular checking account. You

13



have to meet their strict Customer Distribution Requirement before they will pay

out your first commission check.

PaySpree

PaySpree\z

http://payspree.com Free to sign up to as an affiliate, their products

compensations rates range from 50% to 100% commissions.

Payspree charges a small fee from every sale. The fee is payable by either the
vendor or the affiliate dependant upon who the sale was credited to. Fees are
paid to the program operator on a monthly basis at the start of each month.

Payspree currently has 274 products listed in its marketplace.

Payspree does not work the same way as Clickbank by sharing each individual
sale it works by sharing the sales between the vendor and the affiliate. Unless
you are promoting a 100% commission product, the first sale you make, always

goes to the product vendor.

Here's how sales will be paid out at each level.

100%

Vendor Vendor Vendor Affiliate
2 Affiliate Affiliate Affiliate Affiliate
3 Vendor Affiliate Affiliate Affiliate
4 Affiliate Vendor Affiliate Affiliate
5 0 Affiliate fes) 0
6 Affiliate

Affiliates are responsible for refunding any sales that are credited to their
account and subsequently requested to be refunded. If you do not refund a sale
when a refund is requested your account can be disabled. Payspree provides

tracking and reporting statistics similar to Clickbank.
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http://payspree.com/

All payments to both the vendor and the affiliate are allocated through the
Payspree system automatically. You have to have a PayPal account in order to

use Payspree.
A typical affiliate link for a Payspree product will look like this

http://payspree.com/786/Username

Paysprees products are growing and it can be worthwhile taking a look at their
market place to see if there is a product or two that you could add to your site

and promote as an affiliate.

Paydotcom

http://Paydotcom.com is another market place style of system and has a large

number of categories and products for you to choose from.

To sign up as an affiliate is free, vendors are allowed to pay your commissions
either by cheque or by PayPal, the majority pay using PayPal, some will pay via
pay people online, which unfortunately eats even further into your affiliate
payout.

All vendors are responsible for paying their own affiliates via whichever method

they choose.

Paydotcom currently has thousands of products listed in its marketplace. You
can browse for products to promote using their online search system; this
system is very similar to the one at Clickbank you can search by categories,

subcategories or just by a single keyword.

15
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Unlike Clickbank where your affiliate sales are grouped into the one affiliate
account and each vendors sales contribute to the one account, with Paydotcom,
like Payspree, each sale you make is treated individually and your commissions
are paid individually, Payspree does however pay these commissions directly

into your PayPal account.

Paydotcom provides tracking and sales statistics in the form of Raw Clicks,

Unique clicks, sales, refunds and conversion rates.

@Affiliate sales:

View All My Affiliate Sales In Last 30 Davys

Product Name: Today: Yesterday: Last 7 days: Last 30 days:
Totals: Aff Sales: %0 Aff Sales: 30 Aff Sales: %0 Aff Sales: $12
for all products below See details... See details... See details... See details...

Aff Sales: $0 Aff Sales: %0 Aff Sales: 30 Affs

Unit price: $27.00 See details... See details... See details...

Some Paydotcom vendors will provide you with affiliate tools to use such as
Banners, ready made emails, blog posts, etc,
To promote any product from Paydotcom, you create your link from inside your

account for the product you want to promote.

A typical affiliate link for a Paydotcom product will look like this.
http://paydotcom.net/r/87756/AccountName/26107650/

Any vendor using the Paydotcom system has a right to refuse to accept you as

their affiliate.
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Rap Bank

892 products and 6,492 members
and counting... “&%

To sign up to Rapbank as an affiliate again it's Free simply hit the Join now link

and create your account.

Rapbank is another marketplace where sellers list their digital products for you
to promote. Rapbank is a little complicated and does not quite work the same as
Clickbank, Payspree or Paydotcom, it's somewhere in between all three. The free
account set up is sufficient for anyone who is just looking at becoming an affiliate

for any product listed at Rapbank.

Statistics for your account will show you how many sales you have made, how
many clicks have been made and how much commission you have made from

promoting each product.

This is what a typical affiliate link looks like for a Rapbank product.

http://rapbank.com/go/1846/112/make-money-blogging.html

You can promote whole categories from the Rapbank Marketplace

http://112.rapbank.com/products/category/affiliate-marketing/ or just the whole

marketplace itself by just using http://112.rapbank.com/products/

as you can probably tell from these links, our account ID at Rapbank is 112

Rapbank was created as a place where all Rapid Action Profits script owners

could get together and list their items for sale. The benefit to the affiliates is that
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you have a place to go to find these instant paying commission products this is a
lot easier than having to search through Google for sites “powered by Rapid

Action Profits".

When you promote a product through Rapbank, Rapbank does not pay you, the
vendor of the product pays you automatically through the use of their script,
since all Rap Bank listed product owners use the same script as their sales,
affiliate and marketing system, the commissions are paid the same way the

Payspree system works.

If you have been paid for a sale and then subsequently the purchaser requests a
refund, you as the Affiliate must honour that refund. All Rapid Action Profits
script users have a right to refuse to have you as their Affiliate and can ban your

account from within their dashboard.

' PReseler Mamt, ~ Addons

Data Center

Customer Mgmt.

Commission Settings
JVPartners »|  autoresponder Settings

List Resellers

iolidated Patch o v3.2.x only)

Email Resellers

lable - 27 Aug ]

Import Resellers
u have systems BanResellers 3.2 or greater, get
h
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E-Junkie

E-JUNKIE

we help you sell online

E-junkie sells both digital and tangible goods and currently reports to have 8500
active merchants. E-junkie does not have a marketplace separated into
categories or subcategories, and it can be really difficult to find your niche

related products to promote.

With E-junkie each merchant is responsible for their own affiliate scheme and
define their own terms and conditions, i.e. what commission percentage they will
pay, how often they will pay you, what currency they will pay you in and the level

of commissions you have to meet before payment is made to you.
As an affiliate promoting a vendors product at e-junkie you do get access to the

basic statistics of how many sales you have made for that particular vendor,

there is no reporting of clicks through your affiliate links.

Click2sell

CLICKOSELL
r 4

Click2sell currently lists over 871 products in their marketplace; you can search
through the marketplace by category or sub category, you can see the

popularity, or % of sales made by affiliates etc.
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Marketplace search

Search
Category All categories [Z]
Sort by % of Sales made by afﬁliatesE]
Rank
Results per page $ per Sale

Commission %
Conversion %

% of Sales made by affiliates

Popularity

Signing up for an affiliate account is free, click2sell pay commissions three weeks
after the month end and you can select to be paid either via PayPal or

MoneyBookers and in a choice of currency.

Click2sell provide reasonable at a glance statistics for you to search through. As
this is a newly opened account, there is nothing to see, but the picture on the

next page will give you an idea of their reporting capability.

Current Time: Friday, September 17, 2010 04:15:00 AM Select statistics period  Today E
Visitors Sales Conversions Refunds Income Refunded Commissions Profit
[2 2] money Fees | 7| ¥
My own 0 0 0.00% 0 00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Affiliates 0 0 0.00% 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Total 0 0 0.00% 0 0.00 0.00 0.00

When you are looking at which products to promote through their marketplace
you can click on more info and get detailed information regarding both the seller

and the product.
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Product Details

Merchant Name:

Merchant Pays Via: PayPal |rps

Merchant Rank: 0.0%

Product Price: 29.99 USD
Earn %: :

Earn USD: 15.00 USD
Date Added: 22-04-2009

You also get to see detailed product information how it converts, what the
refund rate is like how popular it is and where the sales are made. As you can
see from this screen shot, this product is mainly sold through affiliates; and the

refund rate is 8%

Product Statistics
Conversion %: 0.62%
Refund %: 8.00%
Affiliate Sales %: 91.00%
Popularity: 2.18%

With click2sell, you have the option to create your affiliate link that will go
straight to the vendors’ sales page, or you can create your own promotional page
for the vendors' product and create your affiliate link so that it goes directly to

the products checkout page.

The whole click2sell system is very similar to Clickbank, with one exception; the
vendors have to pay the affiliates through the system, as an affiliate you are not
paid by click2sell directly. Click2sell do state that they ban vendors from using

their system if they do not pay the affiliates their rightful commission.
As you can see there are a lot of digital market places to choose your products to

promote from, and they are all different in the way they operate their systems,

methods, reporting, tracking and payments, you may even find the same product
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listed at different marketplaces with different commissions being offered. Take
your time to look around and find the best deals before you begin your

promotions.

A lot of internet marketers prefer to run their own in house programs too. If you
find a product that you really like and want to promote it, have a look at the
bottom of the main sales page look for the words “Affiliates” or “Associates”

sometimes even “Partners”

If when you visit the page the affiliate program is not visible use Google to see if

they do have a program you could join.

These two web sites contain a list of an enormous number of affiliate programs

that are available to join.

http://www.associateprograms.com/

and

http://www.top-affiliate.com/
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Other Affiliate Methods Network
Style Affiliate Programs

There are several affiliate program networks on the Internet where you can find
a wide range of merchants in different categories. Remember that although
these programs are all on the same site, they are independently owned and
operated by each merchant; the network just brings the merchants together in

one place for the affiliate to find.

The affiliate signs up to the network, the merchant signs up to the network and
the network manages both the affiliates and the merchants. Examples of

networks are:

Commission Junction: http://www.cj.com.

Commission Junction is one of the leading affiliate program networks with over

2,000 merchant programs to choose from.

Maxbounty http://www.maxbounty.com

ShareaSale http://www.shareasale.com

If you decide to join one of the networks, always make sure to read their terms
and conditions. Comply with their rules and all should be fine. As with other
types of affiliate programs, your commission is not paid by the network, but by
the individual merchants/ advertisers signed up to the network. For example
MaxBounty state this in their terms and conditions. “Commissions will only be
earned on Actions reported by the advertiser, and only after MaxBounty receives
full payment from the Advertiser. MaxBounty is under no obligation to pay

Affiliates for Actions which are not paid by the Advertiser”

CPA stands for "Cost Per Action", and compared to standard affiliate marketing,

when you promote CPA offers, you can actually make money without having to
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generate a single sale.

This is the most appealing part of CPA because it gives even the newest of
marketers the opportunity to generate an income. When you send the visitor to
the clients page and they complete the required action, you get paid for the
visitor having done whatever was required of them, be it simply submitting their
email address or telephone number into a form, or filling out a simple short
survey online. If you were responsible for sending the visitor, you get rewarded

for it.

CPA networks operate as a “middleman” connecting publishers and advertisers
together, they co-ordinate the placement of offers from these publishers and
advertisers with you the affiliate marketer. The CPA network takes a fee; or
percentage of the offered price and pass the remainder of the fee onto you the

affiliate marketer.

Once you have been accepted into their network you are given a unique affiliate

link to promote the offer from.

Unless you have a high volume of traffic to your site, or are willing to pay to send
traffic to your site, it may take you a long time to get paid by a CPA network. The
minimum payout threshold on most CPA networks is generally $50.00, so if you
are receiving $0.50 per email address submitted and only have 5 visitors a week,

it could take you a long while to hit that minimum payout threshold.

There are other networks that will pay per view of their banner ads etc; again

you need a high traffic site to earn money from these methods.
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Different Commission Structures

Pay Per Sale: One of the most common forms of affiliate marketing incentive is
called Pay Per Sale (PPS). This is where the visitor clicks a link and makes a
purchase. Your reward is a percentage commission for that sale.
You can make the most money from this type of affiliate marketing program on
items that are considered “high ticket” items, i.e., sophisticated software like
Adobe (Macromedia) Dreamweaver that retails for $899, a 10% commission of
this sale is $89, a 25% commission of this sale is $224.75.

It is important it is to pay attention to the amount of the commission percentage
being offered. If they were only offering a 2% commission on this same $899
item you would only earn $17.98.

If there is a guarantee period offered with the product sold, you will loose your
commission altogether if the purchaser returns the product and requests a
refund.

Pay Per Lead: (PPL) These type of programs are extremely popular. With this type
of program, you are paid for every enquiry that comes from your site to the
advertiser's site, provided the visitor meets the criteria required by the
advertiser. For example, the visitor may have to be within a certain age group or

have a certain income level.

Because no purchase is involved, the chances are higher that the visitor will be
“converted” from being a website visitor to a prospective customer when they
complete the required action of entering their contact information on the lead
form on the advertiser’s site.

Commissions for these kind of programs are not as generous as pay per sale
affiliate programs.

Pay Per Action: (PPA) In this type of affiliate marketing program, the advertiser
pays you when your referred visitor decides to download a trial version of their

software or report.
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Companies that offer electronic goods and services, such as publishers,
computer and software companies dominate this particular market. Sometimes,
campaigns for pay per action are often used in combination with pay per sale.
The “try before you buy” option entices the visitor to download the product for a
set trial period.

You are not guaranteed with this method of promotion that the visitor will
eventually purchase the product, as having tried it, they might not like it, or they
may just be content with using the trial version without upgrading to the Pro

version.

Pay Per Click: (PPC) This method is commonly used by “contextual Ad"
companies, Kontera™ being the most widely known one. When a visitor hovers
over a word their advert box pops up with a link to a relevant product. This is one
of the easiest affiliate marketing programs to promote, as the content is already

there on your website or blog.

Commissions for this type of program can be very small, some as little as $0.02c
per click, payouts can take a long time to achieve when using this kind of
advertising / affiliate method of promotion.

The busier your site, the more chance you have of making money with this kind

of affiliate promotion.

Most of the methods mentioned above require you to have a fully functioning

and already indexed web site or blog.
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Promoting Your Chosen Product

It is important that you have your own domain name and hosted site, whether
this is a blog or an html site doesn't really matter, you will not be considered a
viable affiliate to any network if you do not have and own your own web

presence.

Do not be tempted to cut corners and use a free blogger account or free hosted
space, most of these companies, do not allow any kind of affiliate promotion to

be run from these kinds of sites.

If you are serious about earning money as an affiliate marketer you really need
to invest the few dollars required to have your own domain name and hosting
account. It doesn't matter if your source this from the cheapest domain registrar
and the cheapest hosting provider, but you must be in control of your own site.
Imagine the heart break of waking up one morning and finding that your free
host has deleted all your hard work, just simply do not let yourself be at the

mercy of others.

With the plethora of templates available to work with, hosting your own
wordpress blog is the quickest and easiest way to set up a web presence. If you

have no idea how to set a blog up, there are lots of people on

http://www.fiverr.com who will do this for you. Hereis a link to a free download
on how to set up your blog on your own hosting account

http://www.24hourwordpressguru.com

Try and stay away from ready made templates provided by some affiliate
programs, this is where the vendor provides you with your own affiliate page.
What you really need is for your site to be unique, not a clone of the original. If

possible stay away from flashing and rotating banners too.
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The products you choose to promote should compliment your sites Niche /

theme. For example it is no use promoting get rich on the internet type products

on the site http://www.chickenrearing.com anything to be promoted on that site
needs to be related to, Yes, you guessed it keeping or rearing chickens, or any

other breed of foul.

We have started to monetize the site with the Clickbank product and an affiliate
program that will pay 8% commission per sale on any product bought from the
vendors’ site. For now that is all we are going to use, we do not want the site to
look like one big advert, we want the site to be built into an authority site, so that
when the surfer is looking for information on Chickens, they will be directed to

the site by the search engines.

Building your site into an authority site takes time and a lot of dedicated hard
work. Try to discipline yourself to add at least one article / post per day or every
other day, use as many targeted keywords in your articles / posts as you can, but

don't be tempted here to use too many.

Keep your content fresh and up to date and on topic for your niche. If you have
used a product you are promoting, write an in depth review on it. Say why you
like it or don't like it, list it's positive and negatives etc. by doing this, you are pre-
qualifying for visitor and when they leave your site for more information, they'll
spend their time looking for the buy button, not reading the sales page in great

depth.
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Do’s

Do’ sandDon’ ts

Do make sure you save your affiliate links to a text file on your computer.

Do make sure you save any graphics to your computer and upload to

your webhosting space.
Do make sure that your images show up on your website.

Do make sure that the images are clickable and go to the right site when

they are clicked on.

Do check that your affiliate link goes to your affiliate account use the

tracking statistics provided by the program you are using.

Do make sure you can accept payments in the currency offered by the

Vendor / Network.

Do check that any CPA offers you are promoting are still current;

sometimes campaigns are halted or replaced by newer ones.

Do join affiliate marketing forums, ask questions, interact and learn from

other affiliate marketers.

Do make sure that you understand any terms and conditions placed upon
you the affiliate by the network you are promoting. Don’t mix programs if

you are not allowed to.
Do keep your website current, and up to date with fresh content.

Do periodically test your order links to ensure that any vendors’ product
you are promoting through Clickbank is still using Clickbank as their

affiliate program.
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e Do periodically test your links to products you are promoting and are
listed on PayDotCom, PaySpree or RapBank to ensure they are still live

and in business.

e Do work hard to drive traffic to your site. If you have time, write articles
on your chosen Niche / topic and submit these to the popular article

directories.

e Do join in discussion forums related to your niche / site theme, use the

signature file to link back to your site.

Don’ts

e Don't expect to earn a fortune overnight, it just doesn't happen. Anyone

who tells you otherwise is lying.

e Don't break the rules of any agreements you have signed with the

networks or other affiliate program managers.
e Don't spam anyone with unsolicited email messages.

e Don't forget to place a notice on your site and a warning in your email

communications so you comply with the FTC guidelines.

e Don't keep promoting a product or service if you are not making

commissions / sales, or if the vendor has made changes to the program.

¢ Don't forget to make use of any marketing materials the program vendor
may have provided. Banners, Graphics, email messages or text ads.
Remember though to stay away from any duplicate content, rewrite the

emails, re word the adverts so they are unique to you and your site.

e Don't load your site with lots of flashing, rotating, blinking banners that

make it look like a firework display!

o Don't give up, if you are rejected by one network, try another.
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